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SUMMARY 

The International Civil Aviation Organization set Standards and Recommended Practices 
for obstacle limitation surface and with which Contracting States have to comply in order 
to prevent aircraft from being involved in aircraft accident.  However, with the rapid 
development of aviation technology, it has become increasingly necessary for CAAs to 
review and ease the existing regulations for obstacle limitation surface. Therefore ROK 
presents this paper to request the meeting to review the proposal on obstacle limitation 
surfaces in the area surrounding airports which became effective in January 1955 and has 
not been revised since then. 

This paper relates to –   

Strategic Objectives: 
A: Safety – Enhance global civil aviation safety 

Global Plan Initiatives:  
GPI-13  Aerodrome design and management 

 

1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 In January 1955, the International Civil Aviation Organization set Standards and 
Recommended Practices for obstacle limitation surface and set the height limits of objects around an 
aerodrome in order for aircraft to approach and depart safely from the airport. 

1.2 ROK, in compliance with Standards and Recommended Practice for obstacle 
limitation surface as contained in ICAO ANNEX 14, set height limit of obstacles accordingly and 
made sure any object whose height extends above height limit set forth by ICAO is not located within 
the Obstacle Restriction Area of the aerodrome. 

1.3 However, ROK limitedly allows objects or structures to be installed only when they 
are shielded by fixed obstacles, or when aeronautical study results suggest these objects or structures 
pose no threat to aviation safety.  

1.4 When granting approval for aerodrome construction, ROK publishes the name, 
location of aerodrome, runway strips and obstacle limitation surface as well as the opening date of 
those facilities. 
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1.5     Installing or building any object or structure whose height extends above height 
limit contained in aeronautical information is restricted even when public notice for airport facilities 
changes due to any changes to airport facilities. 
 

2. DISCUSSION 
 
2.1 With the advancement of technology, aircraft, facilities and air navigation facilities 
have become state-of-the-art. Yet ICAO’s Standards and Recommended Practices for obstacle 
limitation surface were first promulgated in January 1955, and have never been revised.  

2.2 Since latest (Newer) versions of aircraft increasingly depend on control computer or 
instrument for precision approach and landing, therefore it is needed to revisit regulations for obstacle 
limitation surface.   

2.3 Against this backdrop, regulations on obstacle limitation surface are perceived as 
excessive by residents living near airports. With respect to the principle behind determining horizontal 
surface, ROK has tried to find the relevant information from ICAO document and website but 
couldn’t find any. Therefore ROK would like to request ICAO to help us identify the principle behind 
calculating horizontal surface. 

2.4 ROK is a country where 70% of its landmass is covered by mountains. Due to its 
limited land area, even the area near obstacle limitation surface has been developed as a result of 
urban sprawl.  

2.5 More recently, residents residing near airports are increasingly complaining about 
height limit of structures and buildings, claiming that the restriction has been the impediment to urban 
development and resulted in their economic loss. Thus, they are calling for deregulation of height 
limit. 

2.6 Moreover, those residents and local government are calling for compensation for their 
economic loss and support measures from the government by enacting special law.  
 

3. ACTION BY THE MEETING 
 
3.1 The meeting is invited to:  

a) review ROK’s proposal to ease regulations on obstacle limitation surface; and 

b) invite ICAO to take up this issue for consideration by Aerodromes Panel. 

…………………………. 
 

 
 

 


